Toward Civilization


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Ishtar Gate

Standards: 2A, 2B, 2C, 3A

TOPIC: Toward Civilization

MAJOR IDEA: This module focuses on the development of civilization and our methods for studying early groups/populations.  The Ishtar Gate at Babylon is an example of using an archeological site to learn about early peoples.   

SUGGESTED AIMS:
· What role does geography play in history?

· What are the tools that we use to learn about ancient peoples?

· What was the nature of early religious beliefs?

· Why was the Neolithic agricultural revolution so important?

· How did the rise of cities lead to the development of complex civilizations?

· What are the characteristics of a civilization?

· What is cultural diffusion?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:
· Images of the Ishtar Gate and its excavation

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:
· Ask students to consider the role of geography in their lives.  How does the place they live impact their ability to feed, cloth and educate themselves?  Ask students to imagine what would be different if they lived in a foreign country like Iraq, where the Ishtar Gate was excavated or Germany where the gate has been reconstructed and installed into a museum.  

· Have students research the discovery of the Ishtar Gate and the excavation at Babylon.  What historic documents helped archeologists determine where to dig?  How successful were they?  What obstacles did they face?  How did the archeological finds at Babylon help historians to learn more about this ancient civilization?  Have students write a short research paper on some aspect of the project.

· The remnants of the Ishtar Gate, which were found in present day Iraq, were excavated by a team of German archeologists and taken to the German State Museum in Berlin.  Do you think it is appropriate to remove such an important piece of historic evidence from its original site?  Why or why not?  Hold a debate in class on this issue.

· The Ishtar Gate of Babylon is named after one of the most important goddesses of ancient Babylon, Ishtar.  Naming this important passageway and protective system after a female religious figure, tells us a great deal about the beliefs of this civilization toward religion and women.  Ask students to hypothesize about the significance of the choice of names for this gate and then ask them to carry out research about the ancient Mesopotamian peoples to test their ideas.  

· The structure and ornament of the Ishtar Gate was quite impressive.  The gate was multi-layered and wide enough to allow a chariot to turn around within it.  The gate was ornamented with finely glazed brick and ornamented with beautifully executed animal figures.  The glazed, outer brick of the gate was so well-made, that it was later looted from the site for use by later peoples, leaving only the softer inner brick of the wall behind.  Which of the characteristics of a civilization listed in your text book does this innovation represent?  How did the gate help to sustain the city of Babylon and allow the continued development of its people?  

· Ask students to write a short research paper on some of the various gods and goddesses of the early polytheistic religions.  How does polytheism differ from the religion that you practice?  Are polytheistic religions still practiced today (Hinduism can be considered both polytheistic and monotheistic)?  Ask students how they feel about polytheism?  This discussion can be used to increase religious tolerance and understanding, particularly by pointing out that most monotheistic religions have lesser figures that are looked up to (such as the Christian saints) even if they are not all considered equal to the one higher being.  

· Ask students to make a list of all the goods and services required for their everyday lives.  This will include food, clothing, school supplies, shelter, etc.. Then ask students to imagine they had to produce each of these products themselves.  Or that the class had to work together to provide all these things for each other.  This can be seen as representative of the nature of a nomadic group that lives from the land and generates all of its own basic necessities.  Ask students what they would have to give up if they were responsible for supplying all their own needs. The difference between what they have now and what they could produce and transport themselves represents the difference between a self-sufficient nomadic group that lived before the advent of farming and the settled communities that evolved once humans were able to produce their own food in one location and domesticate animals.  The specialization that emerged once a food source was secure, allowed for the creation of specialized communities and civilizations in which members focused only on one task such as writing (scribes), religion (priests) or specific crafts such as metal work or weaving. 

RESOURCES:

· http://www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/IS/SANDERS/PHOTOS/MESO/BABYLON/babylon1_1.html - Excellent photos of the current site of the Ishtar Gate, including a reconstruction of the gate.

HOMEWORK:

· Ask students to interview an older person about the way that their environment has had an impact on their lives.  Compare these findings to the information provided in your textbook about the ways that environmental change might have influenced a civilization in ancient Sumer.

· Ask students to create their own god or goddess to serve their needs today.  Students should create a written description and a visual image of their god or goddess.  

· Ask students to evaluate the ways that cultural diffusion has influenced their lives.  What food, clothing, music, habits, language and activities do they take part in which are not a part of their own culture?  What is the impact of cultural diffusion?  How does it strengthen or promote the practices of one culture?  How might it also weaken them?  
· Today the nation of Iraq would like the Ishtar gate back from Germany.  Most of the gate, excavated by Germans in the late 1800s, now resides in the Pergamon Museum in Berlin.  Iraq thinks that the gate should be returned to its nation of origin, if not to its original site.  What is your opinion on this issue?  Did the Germans steal this treasure from Iraq?  Write a short position paper and hold an debate on the issue in class.
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